()
C

Hong Kong Design Centre
: ‘ 2B | 5P| Head Office Unit 602, &/F, Mill 5, The Mills, 45 Pak Tin Par Street, Tsuen Wan
8 5 I 45 WAL T 6 4 602 =
Tel +852 2522 8688 | Fax +852 2892 2621 | Email info@hkdesigncentre.org | www.hkdesigncentre.org

For Immediate Release

Hong Kong Design Centre Welcomes Chief Executive’s 2022 Policy Address
and New Measures to Foster the Development of the Cultural and Creative Industries

Hong Kong, 20 October 2022 — Hong Kong Design Centre (HKDC) strongly supports the
policies proposed in Chief Executive John Lee’s first Policy Address, in particular the
government’s initiatives to foster the development of Hong Kong into an East-meets-West
centre for international cultural exchange, in accordance with the 14™" Five-Year Plan. In
fulfilling this role, HKDC believes it would also be important to foster the development of the
design industry and economy to build competitiveness and sustainable growth for Hong
Kong as an international city.

As the Hong Kong SAR Government’s strategic partner in promoting design and design thinking
to strengthen Hong Kong’s position as an international design hub, HKDC is most encouraged
by the following four points which align with our strategic directions:

(i) Nurturing a diversified talent pool and promotion of STEAM education — HKDC believes
design and design thinking should be integrated into primary and secondary education
to nurture creativity among our youths, who are the foundation of Hong Kong’s future
competitiveness. This calls for the introduction of design-dedicated subjects starting at
the primary level, and promoting design education in tandem with the STEM curriculum.
Thus, the government’s proposal to promote STEAM education is most encouraging. In
addition, the development of design and design industries can also improve youth
upward social mobility by providing more career prospects to young people.

(i) Continuous upgrade of cultural infrastructure — With HKDC soon to be relocated to
Sham Shui Po as a new creative landmark in 2024, HKDC believes Sham Shui Po could be
developed into a Design and Creative District, using HKDC as a creative anchor to
facilitate cultural exchanges and the development of the cultural industries. Design and
creative districts are increasingly an integral part of major cities such as South Korea,
Thailand, the UK, Finland and the Netherlands, and could reinforce the city’s role as an
East-meets-West centre for international cultural exchange.

(iii

~

Enriching arts, cultural and creative content — It was proposed that a Mega Arts and
Cultural Events Fund be set up to promote the staging of more international cultural
events in Hong Kong. While international cultural events and exchanges are important,
Hong Kong's long-term competitiveness is more ensured by cultivating its own creative
district and talent. HKDC proposes that this fund be used to support relevant activities in
the Sham Shui Po Design and Creative District and attract youth participation, so that it
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can better capitalize on opportunities in the fastest growing sector (i.e. creative
industries) of the global economy.

~

Promoting platforms for arts and cultural industries — Business of Design Week (BODW),
HKDC’s annual flagship event since 2002, was mentioned among the globally acclaimed
platforms for fostering the development of arts, cultural and creative industries. In
addition to strengthening copyright trading activities to foster the growth of these
industries, HKDC advocates the drawing up of a comprehensive blueprint for fostering
the development of the Design Industry and Economy in Hong Kong. A design economy
can also bring significant cultural values to Hong Kong, and become a main driver of
economic and environmental values to the wider economy and community.

(iv

Prof. Eric Yim, Chairman of HKDC said, ‘We believe design and design thinking can play a
crucial role in leveraging the creative and cultural industries to strengthen our city’s overall
competitiveness, and create more value for different sectors of the economy. We will
continue to work closely with partners such as the Hong Kong Trade Development Council,
Brand Hong Kong, InvestHK and West Kowloon Cultural District to strengthen the creative
industries and foster the continuous growth of the design economy.’

—End -

About Hong Kong Design Centre

A non-governmental organisation registered in 2001 and established in 2002, Hong

Kong Design Centre (HKDC) is a strategic partner of the HKSAR Government in establishing
Hong Kong as an international centre of design excellence in Asia. Our public mission is to
promote wider and strategic use of design and design thinking to create business value and
improve societal well-being.

The year 2022 marks our 20th Anniversary, where we will celebrate with a series of activities
under the theme ‘Design for Sustainable Community’. Learn more about us at
www.hkdesigncentre.org.

Enquiries
Kiki Wong | kiki.wong@hkdesigncentre.org | (852) 3793 8413
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